Airmail for VHF, Section 0.1
Workshop Outline

Purpose:

This workshop is designed to support hams in becoming active in the use of Winlink. 

Airmail has proved to be very useful for messages in emergencies that are lengthy or highly detailed.
In particular, portable Winlink operators/stations are required for emergency communications. Typically, they may be assigned to hubs at shelters, EOCs, hospitals for handling digital traffic.

Airmail is simple to get going and to operate. It resembles normal email in its look and its operation. Files can be attached and sent just like normal email.

Further details can be obtained using the references attached.
Objectives:

At the end of the workshop, the participant will:

· Have installed Airmail and configured his/her own equipment

· Be able to operate Airmail on 1200 bps VHF in automatic handshake mode with a Telpac and also direct with another station
· Have contacts for Elmers and coaching in the future

Workshop program:

The schedule for the workshop, with approximate timing, will be:

	1 hour
	Introductions and orientation to the workshop schedule

	
	How Airmail provides connectivity

	
	Requirements for success with Airmail

	½ hour
	Break time, plus setup time to connect equipment

	3-4 hours

approx.
	Self paced individual work, with coaching provided: 
· Software installation and configuration

· Connecting the PC to the TNC and testing

· Connecting TNC to the radio and testing

· Checking deviation, other parameters

· Testing on air

· Practice in using automatic handshake mode for:

· sending and receiving text messages

· sending attachments 



	½ hour
	Wrapup of workshop. Demobilizing


Before the workshop:
If you are able, bring to the workshop the following equipment:

	A VHF transceiver
Dummy load

A TNC

Your PC

Install Airmail

Cables & plugs


	This can be a mobile, base or handie-talkie

If you don’t have one, bring a mag mount antenna

The TNC needs to be Airmail compatible. A list of suitable TNCs is attached
The PC/laptop must be capable of running Windows 95/98/ME/NT/2000/XP and have a serial port.
Bring your monitor too

You will be sent an email with directions on downloading and installing Airmail software

1. Bring plug/s for your transceiver audio in and audio out. Use a data outlet if your radio has one. Otherwise, you will connect to the microphone input and the external speaker jack. These can be bought from Buxcomm or can be made by yourself
2. Cable between your PC and TNC (PC port)

3. Cable and plug for the TNC radio port

4. 110V power strip




Emails will be sent to you before the workshop to help you prepare and gather suitable equipment 

After the Workshop:

As a followup on the workshop material, and to provide practice, we will send you emails with exercises and support material on the following:

	1. Using Telnet

2. Using digipeaters

3. Using keyboard mode

4. Contacting other stations direct

5. Connecting to a node
	Where internet is available
To extend range. Limitations

For killing large messages

Practice. Using ‘transit’

Find out what the node has heard




TNC Lists

List of TNCs for Airmail that are known to be compatible
	Kantronics

AEA/Timewave
SCS
	KPC3 and KPC3+

KPC9612 and KPC9612+

KAM and KAM+
KAM98

KAM XL

PK232

PK900

PTC-II, PTC-IIe, PTC-IIex, PTC-IIpro



List of TNCs for Airmail that are known NOT to be compatible

	AEA/Timewave
Kenwood

MFJ

TASCO
	PK-96

D7

D700

1270

1278 or 1278B

All models (usually built in to radios)




See http://groups.yahoo.com/group/airmail2000/database for an up-to-date listing
Information references

Airmail Home Page:

http://www.siriuscyber.net/ham/
Packet Primer:


http://winlink.org/Presentations/Packet%20Primer.pdf
Telpac status:


http://winlink.org/status/TelpacStatus.aspx
Telpac map:


http://winlink.org/positions/telpacpos.aspx
Airmail Yahoo Group:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/airmail2000/
Buxcomm (for cables):
http://www.buxcomm.com/ (look under “TNC to radio interface cables”)
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